




Calving Season Chart

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov DecJan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Calving Season Breeding Season

Peak Lactation

Calves Grazing

Corn Residue
Corn Residue

Labor
LaborLabor



Decision Making 
in Agriculture

A Process for Making 
Smart Choices



What am I trying to accomplish with the placement 
of my calving season?
• Reduce labor requirements
• Reduce cost (especially feed costs)
• Manage weather risk 
• Maximize use of off ranch feed resources (i.e. corn stalks)
• Matching finishing operation
• Minimize health risks/problems
• Match cow nutrition requirements with forage/feed resources
• Maximize re-breed percentage
• Market timing (maximize revenue per cow)
• Calf performance (maximize weight + uniformity)
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